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INTERVIEW WITH
Q=SA
A

Uh, today’s date is May 9, 2018. Time now is 5:33 pm. Uh, on the phone with
me right now is , uh, a former employee of Cooke Aquaculture.
are you aware that you’re being recorded right now?

Uh, yes sir | am.
Are you in agreement with that?
I am.

Great. Okay so basically, uh, I’m not gonna take up a lot of your time-.
Uh, basically what | wanna cover is the fish count area. Um, and the reason
being is that | have some questions and, uh, I’m tryin’ to figure out how
exactly this system worked. ‘Cause I - | haven’t talked to a lot of the company
people yet so I just - you were there - | just wanna pick your brain about that.
Um, explain to me if you can how - how this happened. The - | saw that they
were pulling fish up and I’ve seen pictures of guys just sitting there with a
clicker clicking on it. Eh, how are they recording them off of that clicker? Did
you see that happening?

Um, yes as far as I, uh, as far as | can remember, um, and when | was

involved, uh, in the counting, uh, which was very limited. Um, uh, we were
counting fish that went by with the clicker. Once, uh, once we finish pumping

or that, um, that available time to pump fish ended and we had our count, that
was then reported to, um, . Uh, a- that - the number off the clicker
was reported to , um, and, uh, as far as that goes a- after that I’'m

not aware of where it went.

Okay when you say it was reported to || ij. wes Jactuaily there or
how did the reporting to him go?

Uh, he was there.

Okay.
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Uh. was on site . was on site for most if not all of that operation, um,
and so it was verbally reported, uh, as a count number to-.

Okay. So let’s talk about your position when you were there. Were you
actually a guy with a clicker?

Um, at one point | was yes.
Okay...

| was...

Go ahead, sorry.

My, uh, my counting was, uh, pretty limited. Um, like I had stated before, uh,
most of my time was spent, um, managing the crew and the remaining farms,
um, uh, shortly after the incident. Uh, but at one point, uh, 1 did count, um, I
did count some fish that were going onto the Harvester boat and, uh, again I -
| verbally reported the number that we counted to-.

Okay. And we’re talk- when I - | use the term clicker for some weird reason
‘cause it makes a click sound but we’re talking about a little handheld counter
that you push a button and it changes the number each time, is that correct?

That’s exactly right, uh...

Okay.

Yep.

Okay.

Just like, um, yep. Just a little clicker there.

| just didn’t wanna make it confusing. | sound like my grandmother and the

remote control. Give me the clicker. Uh, uh, so do - can you think of anybody
else that was doing that as well?

Um, | know that, uh, there was a gentleman that was in the position of
Harvest, uh, Supervisor | believe was the official title. Um, and he was on site,
uh, during the events. Um, | believe he had put in his notice prior to it but
stuck around, um, to help out. Uh, again, um, I’m not 100 % on that. I - I - |
just - I - I believe that was the case. Um, and he was involved with a lot of
operations on the Harvester during that time as well as counting and helping
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pump the fish. Um, his name, uh, his last name eludes me. Uh, I know it was
). Um, I’m sure you could get that information if needed too but.
was In the role of Harvest Supervisor during that time

So at the time was . does. work for the actual boat the Harvester? Or
does [Jjwork for...

No...
...Cooke?
[l vvas a Cooke employee.

Okay Cooke employee. Thank you. Okay. And .had already given his, uh,
notice but stuck around because of the accident, is that correct?

| believe that’s the case yes.

Okay. And do you know, uh, of anybody else that did any of the counting as
well?

Um, I don’t. Uh, I don’t recall.

Okay.

Um, I’m sure, uh, uh, I’m sure there were but | don’t recall anybody in
particular. Like I said, uh, um, I was - | was somewhat removed from those
operations shortly after the immediate response...

Okay.

...S0.

Uh, during your time while you saw (] doing this, was , uh,
writing things down or was he just verbally giving them to, uh, as
you were?

um, 1 do not recall [ method.

Okay.

or how [Jfwas reporting.

Uh, did you talk to anybody else about the fish counts?
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um...

In terms of how things were going or how - if they were being accurate or
inaccurate or if they thought this was efficient meth- things like that?

I had - I spoke with (Jiforiefly. uh, because, uh, at the time when I was
counting he was also on the vessel. Uh, | spoke with him briefly about it.
Other than that I - I didn’t speak with anyone else.

Okay. Was, uh, um, let’s talk about when you, uh, the incident which you
described earlier in our inter- earlier interview about, uh, giving numbers to,
uh, | l]: And then having him, as you stated in our earlier
conversation, substantially alter those numbers. Can you give me just kinda
the overview of what happened? While you were - where you were, where .
was? The whole thing please?

Eh, um, yes. So, uh, I had counted, um, I had counted fish from a period of
pumping out of the cages. Uh, we were recovering, uh, dead fish at that point,
um, and counting them. Uh, | - when the pumping was done | reported them to

and at that point I did see, uh, an inflation in numbers. Um, uh, |
cannot speak to the exact, um, number, how it was inflated. Um, | can only
say that | know that I - I - I know that | witnessed, uh, an inflation in those
numbers. Um, unfortunately, uh, my, you know, my recollection of exactly
what the number I reported to- and the numberireported | don’t recall.
Uh, simply because of the time that has passed and it’s not something, you
know, that | logged or wrote down or anything.

Of course.

Um, but I - I - 1 did see that, um, and I’m only - I’'m only puttin’ that out there
because, you know, | wanna be straight forward on everything that |
witnessed, um...

No and | appreciate that, | do. Uh...

um...

Go ahead.

But it - it was - it was that one instant, er, that one instance when | saw, um, or
when | reported those numbers, | saw-report something that was elevated.

Um, do you, uh, do you remember what - was .filling out a form? Was.
writing it just on a blank piece of paper? What was. filling out to record
these numbers?
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Um, I, uh, to be honest | do not know what. wa- | - | believe it was a form.
Uh, but again I - | don’t recall.

Okay.

Uh, JJhad, you know, JJ] had a clipboard in [ hand and [Jffwas writin’
things down.

Okay.
Um, uh, but I - | believe it was - | believe it was a form. I’m not sure.

Okay. When you were, uh, on the deck, uh, counting these, where was [JJjjj?
Was there an office or something there or? Excuse me I’m gonna shut that off.

That’s okay. Uh, no lwas on site. Um, so at - at the - at the, um, at the
location of the pumping. So on the -. was on the - the storage site or on the
vessel.

Okay. So. was right in that area just standing outside with everybody else?

Correct.

Got it. Okay. Uh, do you, uh, remember what pen you were pulling from at
the time? ‘Cause that might help me narrow it down.

| don’t ], no sorry.

Okay. That’s alright. Uh, how ‘bout a date? Do you have a rough idea of date?
Um, uh, mmm, let’s see it would’ve been - I’d - I’d ca- | can’t speak, uh, to
that with any sort of accuracy unfortunately. Uh, uh, my guess would be three
days after the event. Um, because initially we were, um, initially we were
dealing with, uh, sec- uh, securing the site, um, and trying to keep it in place,
um, so that took up most of our time. I believe the actually pumping of, uh,
dead fish, um, began approximately two to three days after the actual event.
Okay. So these were dead fish? These weren’t good quality material fish?

No.

Okay.

Our - our opportunity for good quality, uh, material fish, um, um, was - was
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very short in the first, you know, the first 48 hours or so of the response. By
that time, um, the pens had lost their shape enough so that, um, most of what
we were getting was, um, dead fish.

‘Kay.
A: Or all of what we were getting were dead fish.
Q: Okay. Um, when you saw this, uh, as we talked about the alteration of your

numbers to, uh, by | il|j. did you mention that to any other supervisor
and/or management or anybody else?

A: Uh, I did not, no.

Okay. Any particular reason?

A: Um, uh, nope. | felt that it was out of my hands at that point. | did my due
diligence. 1 did my job. | reported my numbers at that point. After that it was,
you know...

Got ya.

A: ...beyond my responsibility.

Q: Okay. All right. Um, anything else you can think about, er, think of about that
situation?

A: Um, nope. Uh, there’s not. Like I said it was - it, uh, my involvement in the

counting was very limited. It was that one time and, um, and that’s all |
witnessed. Uh, after that, again, | was - | was fairly re- | was pretty much
removed from the rest of the recovery, uh, at that point.

Q: Okay. All right. All right well then, uh, that’s all the questions | have. Uh,
we’ll go off the record now. It’s 544 hours.

The transcript has been reviewed with the audio recording submitted and it is an accurate
transcription.
Signed






